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Unchangeability and Dynamism of Jimoto: Through Okinawan Underclass Youth
Surviving out of Jimoto

UCHIKOSHI, Masayuki
Tokyo Metropolitan University
karp@mail goo.ne.jp

Okinawan underclass youths have encountered colonial violence under global capitalism.
Therefore, they have suffered economical poverty and disorganization of their life-world.
Meanwhile, some youths have survived in their life-world, Jimoto, as Bosozoku with
members of the same generation. In this paper I define Jimoto as a material place where
youths in the same junior high school spend a few years. More concretely, I explain
Jimoto in three aspects. First, the scale of Bosozoku in Jimoto is commonly composed
of 10 to 20 members. It is an appropriate scale for them because they make a group
based on the junior high school in their hometown. Second, they practice some activities
including joyrides for at least two years in Jimoto. And finally, it is a material place like a
parking lot in front of a convenience store.

These days in Okinawa there are many underclass youths surviving out of Jimoto. In
this paper, I understand Jimoto not just as a simple community but also with new aspects;
an unchangeable yet dynamic community, from their point of view. And I examine their
contemporary significance. In urban sociology or cultural studies, the community is
regarded as a disorganized place, as a base of resistance movement against exclusion and
of degasification whose function is to maintain social structure. Such an understanding of
Jimoto is not based on the criteria of authenticity and overlooks the unchangeability and

36



dynamism of the community. Therefore, I point out the unchangeability of Jimoto over
time and space, and its dynamism which lets them connect to it. Finally, I indicate the
significance of Jimoto or its substitute not as a disorganized place, base of resistance and
degasification, but as place where those youths can have a mission-critical existence.

Keywords: Okinawa, Jimoto, criteria of authenticity
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